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The American Naturalist. 



[April,. 



Bones of the Hemenway Collection in the U. S. Army and Medical 
Museum, by W. Matthews, Surgeon, U. S. A., Dr. J. L. Wortman and 
Dr. J. S. Billings. — Further Studies on the Brain of IAmulus polyphe- 
mus, with notes on its Embryology, by A. S. Packard. 
Four of the eight memoirs are profusely illustrated. 

A Dictionary of Birds. 3 — Under this title, Professor Newton 
publishes a series of articles contributed to the ninth edition of the 
Encyclopedia Britannica, modified and supplemented by recent acqui- 
sitions to the knowledge of the Avian history. The contributions of 
Dr. Gadow bring the anatomical portion up to date, and those of Dr- 
Lydekker furnish the paleontology. The material is arranged in 
alphabetical order and includes the names of birds in common use,, 
excluding local names except such as have found their way into some 
sort of literature ; technical terms ; and all of the important branches 
of Ornithology ; as flight, migration, extermination, embryology, eggs, 
color, geographical distribution, etc. 




Lophopsitlacus mattritianns M-Edw. ; the extinct parrot of Mauritius. 

The numerous illustrations add to the attractiveness of the work. 
Many of those representing the bill, wings and feet, are those pub- 

3 A Dictionary of Birds, by Alfred Newton; assisted by Hans Gadow; with 
contributions from R. Lydekker, C. S. Roy and R. W. Shufeldt. Pt. I and II. 
London, 1893, Adam and Charles Black, Publishers. 
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lished many years ago by Swainson, which have never been excelled 
for expressiveness. 

The Dictionary is one which every Naturalist should have at hand, 
as furnishing in convenient form full information in every department 
of the subject. The work is critical, and the conclusions of 
its authors carry with them the weight of their well known mastery of 
the subject. The treatment of questions of nomenclature is especially 
to be commended. As they insist on correct orthography, and discard 
names published without descriptions, or which are flagrantly incorrect 
in meaning, they furnish a much needed corrective to tendencies to 
pursue au opposite course, which are just now too prevalent in this 
country. We give some examples of the cuts which illustrate the two 
volumes already issued. 







Fig. 1. Odontopteryx toliapicus Owen. English Eocene. 

Eleventh Report of the State Mineralogist of California.* 

— This report, as originally submitted to the Board of Examiners, con- 
sisted of over 2,000 pages of manuscript, much of which, while valu- 
able in itself, would be of no practical use to the miners in whose inter- 
est the volume was prepared. It was accordingly put in the hands of 
Mr. Charles G. Yale for revision. By judicious omission and conden- 

4 Eleventh Report of the State Mineralogist, Wm. Ireland, Jr. (First Biennial) 
Two years ending September 15, 1892. Sacramento, 1893. 



